
 
 
It is hard for me to believe that 33 years have gone by since the formation of our Lake District. 
So much has happened in that time that it is hard to remember what Lake Puckaway was like 
back in 1978. We can all be proud of what we have accomplished and continue to move 
forward with our Lake Management Plan. 
  
Since our last newsletter and Annual Meeting a lot of new and exciting things have been going 
on. I will try to give a summary of the highlights, but you really need to attend the Annual 
Meeting on June 4th at the Marquette Village Hall to hear for yourself about the ongoing 
projects. 
 
I am pleased to announce that Gov. Walker’s recently passed budget includes a grant to the 
Lake Puckaway Protection and Rehabilitation District in the amount of $149,076.62 over the 
next 3 years. This is a major boost to our District and allows both new and old projects to move 
forward and expand. One of the components of the grant has allowed us to hire a half time 
Project Implementation Coordinator to do most of the day-to-day work on the lake. 
Andrew Sabai, a graduate of UW-Oshkosh, with experience as a field botanist and as a Critical 
Habitat Coordinator has been hired by the Board to fill that position over the next 3 years. 
Come and meet Andrew at the Annual Meeting. I’m sure you will be as impressed with this new 
member of our team as we all were. Welcome Andrew. We also have to thank our good friend 
and Aquatic Plant Biologist from the DNR Mark Sessing without whom this Grant would not 
have gotten off the ground. Good luck in your retirement Mark, you will be missed. I would also 
like to thank Sen. Luther Olsen for his work as Chair of Joint Finance for making sure we were 
not cut.   
 
The Emergent Plant Stabilization Project (EPS) enters its second year. This year there will be no 
delay in putting the boards on the Princeton Dam. This is partly due to the current high water, 
2 feet higher than last year, and the lack of verifiable project sites. In the second year we will be 
starting on a study to identify Critical Habitat on the Lake and target potential areas for a test 
planting and the possible future location of break waters to protect habitat and shoreline. 
Funds are available under the grant for the development of shoreline restoration program on 
the lake. A current demonstration project at the north shore public launch and adjacent private 
property has thus far been unsuccessful. If you have shoreline you would like to see returned to 
its natural and beneficial state contact Pat Kilbey, Land Conservationist if you are in Marquette 
County and Derek Kavenaugh Land Conservationist if you are in Green Lake County. 
 
As I write this over 1 million Walleye Fry have been hatched in the District Hatchery and 
stocked in the lake so far this spring. Final totals will be available at the annual meeting. Last 
year, in our first year operating the hatchery, 640,000 fry were raised and released. We know 
we had a very high rate of survival last season. During the fall shocking survey, Dave Bartz area 
fish manager DNR, collected a number of yearling walleye. Those fish were sacrificed to  

 
FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S NOTEBOOK 

PHIL MALSACK   JUNE  2011 



 
 
 
determine if they were naturally produced or came from our hatchery. Approximately 8 out of 
10 fish sampled came from the hatchery. A very impressive number.  
The Fish Camp located on Drager Road  about ½ mile up river is now the permanent home of 
the District Fish hatchery.  After approval at last years annual meeting a well was installed and 
electric brought to the property. Although we had incredibly high water this spawning season, 
the site seemed to work pretty well. Thanks to all the contractors and commissioners and 
others that devoted their time and efforts to make the site and our hatchery among the best. 
 
The spring walleye survey using fyke nets along the south shore and dredge bank showed an 
excellent walleye population. Dave tagged over 1000 adult walleye in just a couple days. Be 
sure to report to Dave Bartz or a District Board member if you catch a tagged walleye. 
The fish were reported to be very healthy with excellent growth rates.  
 
Last season the LPPRD and the DNR put 20 sonic tags in walleyes to track their movements in 
and out of the lake. 10 males and 10 females were tagged. Of the 20 fish 8 made contact with 
the receiver and 12 never left the lake. 1-tagged fish was caught on June 8th and the tag 
reinserted in another walleye during the fall shocking. 1 female walleye traveled all the way to 
Oshkosh. Most of the other contacts were below the lake with just a couple moving up river. 
The results from contacts this spring should be interesting. 100 additional walleyes were tagged 
in the Fox River this spring below Lake Puckaway, so be on the lookout, those sonic tags are 
expensive. 
 
Good News finally regarding carp control on the lake. The DNR has issued a contract to Jedd 
Monsoor to commercially fish the lake this year. Years ago the LPPRD worked with his father 
Tom removing carp from Lake Puckaway. They are experienced and well equipped for the job. 
As part of the grant we will also be doing the largest carp study ever undertaken on Lake 
Puckaway. Ron Bruch and Dave Bartz DNR Fisheries Specialists along with the LPPRD will be 
working on methods to estimate populations, evaluate methodology, and use sonic tagging to 
track movement over the next 3 years. Hopefully this will give us the tools we need to 
effectively manage carp populations in the future to insure the health of Lake Puckaway. 
 
Other upcoming projects include improving habitat for endangered / threatened species, 
specifically common and Forster’s terns, watershed modeling, annual tropic monitoring,  
Repairs to the dam gates at Princeton and an expanded community information and education 
plan. With all the things the District has going your help and input is needed. The best way to 
get started is to attend our Annual meeting and our Commissioners Meetings. Commissioners 
meet at least bi-monthly and try to rotate from north shore to Marquette to make the 
commute a little easier. Our meetings are listed on the web page under meeting Agenda’s  
and are listed in the Marquette County Tribune and Princeton Times. 
 
See you in Marquette June 4th. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

LPPRD 2011 Walleye Hatchery 
Paul Gettelman 

 
After what we thought was a successful first year, with releasing 640,000 walleye fry in Lake 
Puckaway, we were very optimistic for 2011. When the DNR did their fall survey of the walleye 
in 2010, they determined that 80% of the walleye’s they tested came from the LPPRD Walleye 
Hatchery. Our goal for 2011 was to obtain 2 million eggs and hatch 50% or 1 million fry. 
 
In 2010 we made the decision to move the walleye hatchery to the “Fish Camp” property that is 
owned by the DNR, but the Lake District has a permanent lease there. We had to put in a new 
well for the hatchery operation. We cleaned the area up and got all the necessary permits for 
the hatchery at that location. Now we had to wait for the ice to go out. The lake finally opened 
up for the DNR to put the nets in on April 8, more than a week later than in 2010. We finally got 
our first group of eggs for the hatchery on April 12th and our 2nd amount on April 13th.  
On April 14th the eggs were counted using the DNR’s “Pig Trough” method where you take and 
line up eggs in a 6” trough and count them. We did this for each of the 9 jars of eggs and came 
up with an estimate of 2,434,820 total eggs collected..  
 
One of the problems we discovered when we turned on the water is we had iron in the water. 
Although it wasn’t a large amount, we weren’t sure as how this would affect the eggs. After a 
couple of days with the fry we had the water system figured out and made the necessary 
corrections. 
 
Starting on May 3 and running through May 7, we released 1,851,800 walleye fry into Lake 
Puckaway. The majority were released in the “big lake” while 232,000 fry were released in the 
east basin of the lake. 
 
When the DNR had the nets out for the walleyes, they caught over 1,100 walleyes and put 
green floy tags in them all. So if you catch a walleye with a green floy tag, take the number 
down and any information you may have on the fish (size, weight, location caught) and contact 
the DNR at the noted address on the tag. Please remember that there are 20 walleyes that have 
these green floy tags but also have a sonic tag in the belly of the fish. So look closely at the fish 
and if you can see some stitching in the fish please note where you caught the fish and then 
release it so we can continue to monitor it. If by accident that you keep a sonic tagged fish, 
clean it and find the sonic tag, please contact the DNR so we can recover it and reuse it if 
possible. 
 
The lake District would like to thank all the people that volunteered with the Walleye Hatchery 
this year and its success. We have a very conservative estimate of over 1000 volunteer hours 
invested this year with the hatchery. This is only from the first part of April to the last day of the 
hatchery operation. As you can see this wouldn’t be a success unless we have the volunteers. 
THANKS. 
 
 
 
 



                                              
                                                       Management Plan Coordinator 

 
Let me introduce myself. I am Andrew Sabai, the new Management Plan Implementation 
Coordinator for Lake Puckaway, and I will be working on improving water quality and fish and 
wildlife habitat. I grew up outside of Waupaca, and now live with my family in Oshkosh where 
I went to college and earned a bachelor of science in biology. This fall I’ll be returning to UW 
Oshkosh to pursue a master’s degree in biology. Like nearly everyone in my profession I enjoy 
camping, hunting and fishing. In addition to those I also enjoy nature photography, and I am 
working on a project on the Winnebago System to promote its conservation through 
photography.  
 
I worked for the Wisconsin DNR from 2008 through 2010 identifying and surveying areas of 
Critical Habitat on Lakes Poygan, Winneconne, Butte des Morts and Winnebago and their 
tributaries—18 water bodies in all. Most of this work included a comprehensive vegetation     
survey of the Upper Pool Lakes. I continue to volunteer for conservation efforts on the lakes. 
These lakes can be considered sister lakes to Lake Puckaway. They share a similar history of 
habitat loss, and current water quality problems. However, they also share some great fishing 
and wildlife habitat in need of protection and expansion. 
 
For Lake Puckaway I will be coordinating with local, state, and federal departments and 
Independent contractors to complete the Lake Protection Grant recently awarded to the 
District by the DNR. This grant will complete some of the goals of the 2005 Comprehensive 
Plan. Lake Puckaway has lost most of its original emergent vegetation. Monitoring of our 
remaining vegetation and initiating a pilot project to reestablish bulrushes through planting will 
be high priorities. Water quality will also be monitored throughout the ice free season To 
protect that water quality in the long term the district will encourage shore land restoration 
and model nutrient and sediment sources in the watershed. Carp are widely understood to be 
the cause of habitat destruction and a source of turbidity, but much is unknown about the 
population in Lake Puckaway. How large is it, the degree to which fish move in and out of the 
lake, and the effectiveness of the carp removal program to name a few. The LPPRD is partnering 
with the Department of Natural Resources to help answer some of these questions. The public 
needs to know the actions we take, the results we obtain, and the programs we implement.  
To disseminate this information we will use Lake Plan implementation forums, newsletters, 
and boat landing kiosks. 
 
I look forward to working on Lake Puckaway and 
with the residents and users of the lake. 
Together we can ensure that Lake Puckaway is a 
great lake for fish, wildlife, and the people that 
enjoy them. 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DNR Report     Dave Bartz Fisheries Biologist 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Staff from Montello and Wautoma, set 
nets again this year in the second year of our commitment to monitor the walleye population 
and assist in getting eggs for the Portable Hatchery. 2 nets were set on April 7th beginning on 
the dredge bank and 4 more nets were set on the south shore west of Hickory Point. These are 
historic sites that have been used for many years when targeting walleye. Nets were run daily 
through April 14th. All fish were measured and given a floy tag for use in gathering tag return 
data from anglers. We have already received a few tags from anglers since our survey and hope 
that anglers will cooperate by sending in information from tagged fish. 
 
We handled a total of 1123 walleye. Of these, 896 were males and 227 were females. Males 
ranged in size from 12.1” to 23.3” with a mean length of 17.2”  Females ranged in length from 
16.6” to 27.5” with a mean length of 21.0”  Although we handled around 660 fewer fish than 
last year, mean length for both male and female was not significantly different than last year 
when the males averaged 16.6” and females averaged 21.0”  This years late spring and slow 
warm up may have contributed to our lower catch? 
 
Last fall on October 6th, Department staff from our work unit, using two shocker boats, 
surveyed a portion of the shoreline on the west basin to sample fall fingerling walleye. This 
survey is done to help determine the success of the current year class of walleye in the lake. 
Between the two boats a total of 48 walleye fingerlings were sampled. These fish were 
sacrificed and sent to the University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point, where  they were dissected 
and the “otoliths” (small bone located in the head) was examined for an OTC mark which was 
given to all of the fry released last spring from the portable hatchery. 47 of the 48 fish were 
able to be examined and even though this is a smaller sample than we would have liked an 
astounding 39 (80.8%) contained the mark. We have done similar experiments in the past and 
shown that stocked fry do contribute to the walleye population of the lake. We believe that this 
contribution is probably most important when natural reproduction is low. Fry from this year 
have also been marked with OTC and we will be out again this fall doing a similar survey. 
Many thanks to the LPPRD volunteers and others that contributed to the success of the 
portable hatchery. Thanks also to Fisheries Technician Bob Olynyk for his guidance and 
supervision on the day to day operations and the OTC marking. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns on the information provided or if you have any other 
questions regarding the fishery of Lake Puckaway, please feel free to contact Dave Bartz, 
Fisheries Biologist at    608-297-7058 
 

                                                                                         



 
 
                                       LPPRD ACQUIRES NEW BOAT 
 
In order to carry out the projects in our grant with our new Project Implementation 
Coordinator, the District has purchased a Polar Kraft 16 foot John Boat with a 25 hp      
Evenrude  E-TEC motor. The LPPRD wishes to thank JERRY’S SPORT SERVICE INC of Beloit          
and  LAKE-LINK.COM for their support in getting  us an excellent boat at an unbelievable price. 
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                                 ANNUAL MEETING AND BUDGET HEARING 
                  LAKE PUCKAWAY PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT 
 
Pursuant to Sec.33.30 (2) of Sec.65.90 (3) Wisconsin Statutes, the Lake Puckaway Protection 
and Rehabilitation District Annual Meeting and Budget Meeting will be held; 
   
                                                       Date:    Saturday June 4th 2011 
                                                       Place:   Marquette Village Hall 
                                                                     Marquette WI. 
                                                       Time:    10:00 AM 
 
                                   SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2012 
 
         ANTICIPATED REVENUES                                                         ANTICIPATED EXPENSES 
 
Projected Unexpended Revenues                                                Administration…………………….……4,000 
From FY 2011…………………………..…..20,000 
Anticipated Donations……………..…...1,750                                  Contingency……………………….……9,000 
                                                                                                                 Shoreline Restoration    4,000 
                                                                                                                 Access Improvement      5,000 
 
Anticipated Interest……………………...2,200                                   Operations…………………………… 52,000 
                                                                                                                 Lake Management         48,000 
                                                                                                                 Dam Operations               4,000 
 
Tax Levy Recommended………………41,050 
  
 
TOTAL REVENUE                                 65,000                                 TOTAL EXPENSES                          65,000  
 

                                                          2011 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
     

1.  10:00 Call to Order  Chairman Phil Malsack 
2. Certification of Open Meeting Notice 
3. Adoption of Agenda 
4. Secretary’s Report:  Paul Gettelman ( June 5th, 2010 ) 
5. Treasurer’s Report:  Mick Masters 

          Commissioners Audit Report 
6. Election of one Commissioner for a 3 year term 2011-2014   Roger Swanke 
7. Fish Hatchery Report   Paul Gettelman & Roger Swanke 
8. Andrew Sabai  Lake Plan Implementation Coordinator 
9. DNR Report 
10. Phil Malsack  Commissioners Report 
11. Open Public Comment ( 30 Minutes ) 
12. Proposed 2012 Budget and Tax Levy 
13. Budget Hearing and Adoption of the 2012 Budget 
14. Adjournment 
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